Covenant Belonging Study Experience
“Building Zion” – Spring Semester 2026
Learn the principles of covenant belonging while tracing the physical and spiritual journey of Zion through an immersive, credit-bearing travel experience.

Program Dates
· Travel: Morning of April 25 to late evening May 9, 2026
· Spring Term Instruction: April 25 to June 9, 2026
· Post-travel reflective assignments continue through the end of spring term

Academic Credit (3 Credits)
· REL C 321: Church History Field Studies – 2 credits
Instructor: Professor Scott Esplin
· IAS 397R: Fostering Belonging – 1 credit
Instructor: Professor Julianne Grose

Program Focus
Inspired by the Prophet Joseph Smith’s teaching that “we ought to have the building of Zion as our greatest object,” this study experience invites students to explore the principles of covenant belonging and how they apply to building Zion. Students will travel to Nauvoo, the headquarters of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from 1839 to 1846, while studying both sacred and national historical sites connected to the westward journey.
Classes run for the full spring term with no in-person class meetings after travel concludes. Students will complete reflective assignments following the return on May 9.

Travel Highlights (15 Days)
Participants will travel by commercial bus and van to Nauvoo and surrounding historical and natural landmarks. Stops may include:
· Arches National Park
· Kansas City
· Farr West
· Adam-ondi-Ahman
· Haun’s Mill
· Carthage
· Nauvoo
· Council Bluffs
· Badlands National Park
· Mount Rushmore
· Crazy Horse Memorial
· Independence Rock
· Martin’s Cove
· Yellowstone National Park
· Grand Teton National Park
Final itinerary is subject to conditions and availability.

Application & Selection
· Apply through the Office of Belonging
· Application Deadline: April 1, 2026
· Approximately 30 students will be selected
· Special consideration for students unable to participate in traditional study abroad

Program Cost
· Students pay spring tuition for 3 credits. The Office of Belonging and Religious Studies are providing expenses include lodging, ground transportation, site admissions, and three meals per day.

· Students are responsible for a 2 meals during the trip and  any additional snacks.
· A $50 non-refundable commitment fee is required to secure your spot in the study experience after you have been officially accepted into the program. This fee will be applied toward the total cost of the trip and will not be due at the time of application.

Sponsors
Office of Belonging
Religious Education
International Student & Scholar Services

Submission Instructions
Please submit your completed application to the Office of Belonging by Aprl 1, 2026. Finalists will be contacted to schedule an interview.

Applicant Information
Name: _______________________________________ Email: _______________________________________
Anticipated BYU Graduation Date: _______________________________________
Please list any other study abroad experiences you have participated in or plan to participate in:


Applicant Statements
Briefly explain your desire to participate, including your thoughts on building a covenant community and visiting these historical sites:





Please describe any limitations you face in participating in a traditional study abroad program:


Are there any special circumstances we should consider?


