[bookmark: _Hlk215750607][bookmark: religious-freedom-study-experience]Religious Freedom Study Experience
[bookmark: spring-semester-2026]Spring Semester 2026
Explore the foundations of religious freedom and covenant belonging through an immersive, credit-bearing travel experience.

[bookmark: program-dates]Program Dates
· Travel: Evening of April 27 to May 8, 2026

· Spring Term Instruction: April 27 to June 9, 2026

· Post-travel reflective assignments continue through the end of spring term

[bookmark: academic-credit-3-credits]Academic Credit (3 Credits)
· REL C 321: Church History Field Studies – 2 credits
Instructor: Professor Scott Esplin

· IAS 397: Fostering Belonging – 1 credit
Instructor: Office of Belonging

[bookmark: program-focus]Program Focus
Inspired by the Prophet Joseph Smith’s teaching on civil and religious liberty, this study experience invites students to examine the roots of religious freedom in the United States and the early history of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints while exploring how principles of belonging shape a covenant community.

[bookmark: travel-highlights]Travel Highlights
· Washington, D.C. – National monuments and Smithsonian museums

· Philadelphia, PA – Independence Hall, Liberty Bell, and Constitutional foundations

· Gettysburg, PA – Liberty, sacrifice, and national identity

· New York & Ohio Church History Sites – Sacred Grove, Hill Cumorah, Whitmer Farm, Priesthood Restoration Site, Historic Kirtland, and more
· [bookmark: application-selection]Final itinerary is subject to conditions and availability.
Application & Selection
· Apply through the Office of Belonging

· Application Deadline: April 1, 2026

· Interview required for finalists

· Approximately 18 students will be selected

· Special consideration for students unable to participate in traditional study abroad

[bookmark: program-cost]Program Cost
· Students pay spring tuition for 3 credits plus a few meals on the trip. The Office of Belonging and Religious Studies are providing expenses include airfare, lodging, ground transportation, site admissions, and two meals per day.

· Students are responsible for some meals and snacks


[bookmark: sponsors]Sponsoring Organizations
Office of Belonging
Religious Education
International Student Services

[bookmark: _Hlk215753898]Submission Instructions
Please submit your completed application to the Office of Belonging by February 15, 2026. Finalists will be contacted to schedule an interview.

Applicant Information
Name: ________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________
Anticipated BYU Graduation Date: ________________________________________________
Please list any other study abroad experiences you have participated in or plan to participate in:



Applicant Statements
Briefly explain your desire to participate in this study experience, including your thoughts on building a covenant community:






Please describe any limitations you face in participating in a traditional study abroad program:



Are there any special circumstances we should consider as part of your application?







